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After a couple of abnormal Christmases, this one felt like normal for the students at TEC with Christmas 
concerts, pancake breakfasts, theme days, etc. We are excited to ring in 2023 with lots of fun events for 
TEC students. 

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS 

• Girls’ and boys’ Volleyball 
• Grade 5-6 Leadership groups 
• Visit from Nova Scotia Author Chad Lucas—Dec. 1 
• Christmas Concert—December 12 and 13 
• Pancake Breakfast—December 19 

 

JANUARY EVENTS 

• Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball 
• SRCE Literacy Month 
• Grade 5-6 Leadership groups 
• Family Literacy Day activities 

 

FRENCH IMMERSION 

There was an email sent to Pre-Primary parents in December asking if they were interested in the 
French Immersion program starting in Grade Primary. If you are interested and haven’t responded, 
please email rick.welton@srce.ca with a confirmation or questions.  

 

COLD WEATHER REMINDER 

 

We’ve already had some pretty cold days and they will only get colder. Please have your child/ren dress 
for the weather. As we all know, our weather is often unpredictable, and can change in a hurry. Having 
extra layers and snow pants on standby will ensure everyone stays warm – an extra pair of mitts would 
also be very helpful. Students go outdoors at least twice daily – and right now many students come to 
school with just a hoodie to go outside. Students are expected to go outside unless the temperature is 
below -15, it’s raining or stormy (heavy snow or rain coupled with wind). 



AFTER SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS 

Students are dismissed at 2:30 each day. We have been getting many calls after 2:00 pm to make 
changes to after school arrangements. This is usually a very busy time in the office and in order to keep 
our students safe and happy, we ask that you do not call the office between 2:00-2:40 unless there is an 
emergency. Also, a reminder that there are no bus passes and students can only travel on their primary 
route or their alternate route.  

 

STAY INFORMED 

Are you getting SRCE alerts concerning class cancellations or information regarding late buses? If not, 
you are encouraged to sign up on the SRCE Stay informed for up-to-date news. The Stay Informed 
platform will email and/or text to provide you with school information. Please follow the link to stay 
informed: https://www.srce.ca/news/stay_informed and/or text “Yes” to 978338. 

 

WATER BOTTLES 

A reminder to ensure students come to school with water bottles daily. We do provide small cups, but 
they cannot be safely filled at the bottle filling stations as they spill over and create slipping hazards.  

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

On Friday, Dec. 16, TEC students were treated to a pancake breakfast with fruit. It was a great treat and 
over 1200 pancakes were consumed. This was made possible by community/business donation and 
special thanks goes to Darlene Praught. The plan is to have another breakfast before the Easter break. 

 

JANUARY IS FAMILY LITERACY DAY/MONTH 

Family Literacy Day takes place every January 27 th  to raise awareness about the 
importance of reading and engaging in other literacy-related activities as a family. Since 
1999, thousands of schools, libraries, literacy organizations and other community groups 
have taken part in the initiative. ABC creates free learning and promotional resources for 
anyone that wants to get involved. Taking time every day to read or do a learning activity 
with children is crucial to a child’s development, improving a child’s literacy skills 
dramatically, and can help a parent improve their skills as well. See a list of activities on 
the following pages.  

 

 

 



Family Literacy Day/Month Activities -January 2023 
1)  Have all students write about 'Why reading is important to me' or 'Why writing is important 
to me.’  

2) Have each class choose a favorite story book that could be acted out as it is read or choose a 
piece of Reader's Theatre. These could be read/acted on Family literacy day for their 
classmates. With prior permission and following the consent to publish document, they could 
be recorded to be watched by other classes in the school or for high school students to show 
virtually at a local elementary school. Ensure there are a variety of resources available for 
students that reflect the student population. 

3) Have students/staff come dressed as their favorite character from a book On Family Literacy 
day January 27th or a day of your choice. 

4) Have students do an art activity based on a favorite book. Post the art in the hallways 
afterwards along with an image of the book cover for a book-art gallery tour. Again, ensure 
there are a variety of resources available for students that reflect the student population.  

5) Community outreach through writing - Have students choose a business or organization in 
the community and write a short letter thanking them for what they do and sharing why they 
are appreciated.  

6) Engage in a rich oral language experience by inviting an elder to tell stories or engage in a 
conversation about making a traditional craft or food (Virtually). 

7) Invite a guest author, elder, or community member to join your school virtually to read a 
story to the class. 

8) Do a day of 'stop, drop and read' where an announcement is made on the PA randomly 
throughout the day and everyone stops what they are doing and reads for 5/10 minutes.  

9) Encourage students to talk about reading and writing with a family or community member 
after the school day.   

10) Share the SRCE Fostering a Love of Reading at Home document again in your school 
newsletter and on social media. 

#SRCEForTheLoveOfLiteracy2023 #SRCECatchAReader #SRCECatchAWriter @SRCE_Literacy 

 

 



 

1. Read to your child - This special time promotes healthy brain development and strengthens 
bonds.  
 

2. Read a variety of texts - Picture books, story books, biographies, digital texts, how-to books, 
comics, manuals, recipe books, food labels, news articles, etc. 
 

3. Listen to your child read - Take turns reading a book, comic, magazine, newspaper or other 
reading material together. 
 

4. Talk about the story - This helps children understand what they are reading. 
 

5. Read in front of children - If all household members “practice what they preach” and model 
reading, it sends a clear message that reading is valuable. 
 

6. Create a space for reading and writing - A comfy space with reading materials, pens, pencils, 
markers and paper nearby will encourage your child to practice their reading and writing skills 
daily.  
 

7. Look for opportunities to use reading and writing skills - For example, have your child write 
the shopping list, read the traffic signs, and name all the things in the kitchen that start with 
the letter P, etc.  

 

8. Turn off technology - Kids often need extra encouragement to pick up a book and read or get 
pencil and paper and write. (Unless using technology to read or write) 
 

9. Write messages to family and friends - Think of a family member, friend or community 
member who might like to receive a letter, text, email, or notes on the fridge, etc. 
 

10. Listen to music with your child - After listening, talk about it. For example, discuss the 
meaning of lyrics, the historical aspects of the song and the way music makes you feel, etc. 
 

11. Make up stories together - Take turns adding details. Start with “Once upon a time...”; “It was 
a sunny day...” or “Yesterday...” etc. 
 

12. Visit the local library virtually with your child - Take advantage of book borrowing and other 
activities offered at our local library. http://ecrl.library.ns.ca/ or http://www.parl.ns.ca 

 

SRCE Fostering a Love of Reading at Home  
 



 


